[Insert Facility Name]
Sample Questions for Patients to Ask Health Care Providers Before Surgery
At our facility, it is important for patients to prepare for a procedure by asking questions. So we have provided these sample questions for you. If you do not understand an answer that you receive from a health care provider, then ask him or her to explain again. Or, if you do not understand the procedure, the medication, or the test, please ask. Don’t hesitate to ask again if you still do not understand.

When you think of questions, write them down. Write down what questions you have now:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Other questions you might want to ask your health care provider:

What is my condition and can you tell me more about it?

When is my surgery scheduled? What are the time and date? Where will I have my surgery?

Who is going to operate on me? Exactly, what is going to be done to me? Why?

How long will the surgery take?

Will I go home the same day of surgery, or will I stay in the hospital?

Who is responsible for my care when I am in the hospital?

What happens after surgery?

Ask about medications: What is it? What is it for? Is this a new medication? When do I take it? Should I take it with food? How many times a day do I take it? When or should I stop taking medications before surgery?

How will my pain be controlled? What are my options for pain management? What are side effects of pain medications?

Did you wash your hands? Everyone should wash their hands before caring for you, it’s okay to ask!
How will my family be involved in my care? 

What is the telephone number to call if I need to call you when I get home?

When do I come in for my follow up appointment?

When will I be able to go back to work? Will I have limits on my activities after surgery? What activities are okay after surgery?
Space to write down additional information:
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
