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OR nursing issues in health care reform

by: Staff Reports
Wednesday, April 08, 2009

As our elected officials continue to discuss health care reform, | encourage everyone to stand up for quality
as a critical area for improvement. Perioperative registered nurses see the need for continued quality
improvement initiatives while working every day in the operating rooms of local hospitals and ambulatory
surgery centers.

Our national association, the Association of periOperative Registered Nurses {www.aorn.org } continues to
lead patient safety efforts related to surgical procedures as it has since its founding in the 1960s. We are the
pioneers that developed and promoted the value of the Perioperative Nursing Data Set (PNDS), a
standardized language for documentation and evaluation of the care provided in the operating rooms of our
nation’s hospitals and ambulatory surgery centers.

Our Association has now embarked on a new phase of development to create a standardized pericperative
framework (SPF) that will be integrated into healthcare information systems. This standardized, evidence-
based data derived from standardized documentation is a cornerstone of public policy initiatives to measure
quality and will support transition to a quality driven health care system,

As you consider health care reform and how it will impact you, | encourage you to consider the important role
of evidenced based data such as what perioperative registered nurses are developing to improve quality of
care in the operating room.

Sarah Anne Fairchifd

Editor's note: Fairchild is a registered nurse and a certified operating room nurse

This letter was published exclusively online. Letters to the editor are encouraged. Each letter must be
signed and include an address and a telephone number where the writer can be reached during
business hours. Addresses and phone numbers will not be published. Letters should be a maximum
of 200 words to be considered for publication and may be edited for length, style and grammar.
Letters should be addressed to Letters to the Editor, Tulsa World, Box 1770, Tulsa, Okla., 74102, or
send e-mail to letters@tulsaworld.com.
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