ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANING-INTRAOPERATIVE AREAS INCLUDING OPERATING AND PROCEDURE ROOMS
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Purpose
To provide guidance to personnel performing environmental cleaning in operating and procedure rooms. The expected outcome is that the patient is free from signs and symptoms of infection.
Policy
It is the policy of [insert name of facility] that:
· Cleaning procedures and frequencies (ie, damp dusting, end of procedure, enhanced, terminal, scheduled) in operating and procedure rooms, including extent of cleaning required when areas are not occupied, will be determined by a multidisciplinary team composed of [facility-specific personnel].
· Cleaning chemicals, materials, tools, and equipment used in operating and procedure rooms will be approved by [facility-specific personnel] and product selection committees.

· Cleaning responsibilities for operating and procedure rooms and equipment will be assigned by [facility-specific personnel].

· All personnel will take precautionary measures to limit transmission of microorganisms when performing environmental cleaning and handling waste materials.

· All personnel must follow standard precautions to prevent contact with blood, body fluids, or other potentially infectious materials.
Procedure Interventions
Damp Dusting

· Damp dust all horizontal surfaces in the OR (eg, furniture, surgical lights, booms, equipment) before the first scheduled surgical or other invasive procedure of the day.

· Damp dusting will be completed before case carts, supplies, and equipment are brought into the room.

· Use a clean, low-linting cloth moistened with a facility-approved disinfectant to damp dust.

· Perform damp dusting methodically, from top to bottom.
End of Procedure Cleaning

· Reestablish a clean environment after the patient is transferred from the OR.

· Clean and disinfect reusable noncritical, nonporous surfaces (eg, mattress covers, pneumatic tourniquet cuffs, blood pressure cuffs) according to the manufacturer’s written instructions for use after each patient use.

· Discard single-use items after each patient use.

· Clean any soiled surface and frequently touched area of a high-touch object in the OR after each patient use.

· Clean operating and procedure rooms after each patient has left the area.

· Do not begin environmental cleaning, including trash and contaminated laundry removal, until the patient has left the area.

· Remove trash and used linen from the room.

· Clean and disinfect items used during patient care after each patient use, including
· [facility-specific items],

· anesthesia carts and equipment (eg, IV poles, IV pumps),

· anesthesia machines,

· patient monitors,

· OR beds,

· reusable table straps,

· OR bed attachments (eg, arm boards, stirrups, head rests),

· positioning devices (eg, viscoelastic polymer rolls, vacuum pack positioning devices),

· patient transfer devices (eg, roll boards),

· overhead procedure lights,

· tables and Mayo stands, and

· mobile and fixed equipment (eg, suction regulators, medical gas regulators, imaging viewers, viewing monitors, radiology equipment, electrosurgical units, microscopes, robots, lasers).

· Clean and disinfect floors and walls of operating and procedure rooms after each surgical or invasive procedure if soiled or potentially soiled (eg, by splash, splatter, or spray).
· Clean and disinfect patient transport vehicles, including the straps, handles, side rails, and attachments, after each patient use.
· Discard single-use straps after one use according to the manufacturer’s instructions.
Enhanced Environmental Cleaning

· Implement enhanced environmental cleaning procedures following the care of patients who are infected or colonized with multidrug-resistant organisms (MDROs).

· In addition to standard precautions, wear gowns and gloves when performing enhanced environmental cleaning procedures.

· Clean and disinfect all high-touch objects, in addition to objects cleaned as part of routine cleaning, as part of enhanced environmental cleaning procedures after the patient leaves the OR including
· [facility-specific items];
· storage cabinets, supply carts, and furniture;
· light switches;
· door handles and push plates;
· telephones and mobile communication devices;
· computer accessories (eg, keyboard, mouse, touchscreen);
· chairs, stools, and step stools; and
· trash and linen receptacles.

· Clean and disinfect floors and walls of operating and procedure rooms after each surgical or invasive procedure if soiled or potentially soiled (eg, by splash, splatter, spray, contact with items possibly contaminated with MDROs).
Terminal Cleaning

· Perform terminal cleaning and disinfection of operating or procedure rooms daily when the areas are being used.

· When operating or procedure rooms are not occupied (eg, weekends, holidays, unused rooms), cleaning and disinfection of will be performed by [facility-specific personnel].
· Disinfect all floors using either a wet vacuum or a single-use mop and a facility-approved disinfectant, including areas under the OR bed and mobile equipment.
· Clean and disinfect all exposed surfaces, including wheels and casters, of all items with a facility-approved disinfectant and low-linting cloth, according to the manufacturer’s written instructions for use, including
· [facility-specific high touch objects];
· anesthesia carts and equipment (eg, IV poles, IV pumps);
· anesthesia machines;
· patient monitors;
· OR beds;
· reusable table straps;
· OR bed attachments (eg, arm boards, stirrups, head rests);
· positioning devices (eg, viscoelastic polymer rolls, vacuum pack positioning devices);
· patient transfer devices (eg, roll boards);
· overhead procedure lights;
· tables and Mayo stands;
· mobile and fixed equipment (eg, suction regulators, medical gas regulators, imaging viewers, viewing monitors, radiology equipment, electrosurgical units, microscopes, robots, lasers);
· storage cabinets, supply carts, and furniture;
· light switches;
· door handles and push plates;
· telephones and mobile communication devices;
· computer accessories (eg, keyboard, mouse, touchscreen);
· chairs, stools, and step stools; and
· trash and linen receptacles.

Scheduled Cleaning

Clean all areas and equipment that are not terminally cleaned according to an established schedule.as shown in the table below:
	Area/Equipment
	Frequency
(eg, weekly, monthly, quarterly, semiannual)
	Personnel Responsible 
(eg, EVS, nursing, facilities)

	[Facility-specific area/equipment]
	[facility specific]
	[facility specific]

	Clean storage areas
	[facility specific]
	[facility specific]

	Soiled storage areas
	[facility specific]
	[facility specific]

	Sterile storage areas
	[facility specific]
	[facility specific]

	Shelving and storage bins
	[facility specific]
	[facility specific]

	Corridors (eg, stairwells, elevators)
	[facility specific]
	[facility specific]

	Walls and ceilings
	[facility specific]
	[facility specific]

	Pneumatic tubes and carriers
	[facility specific]
	[facility specific]

	Unrestricted areas (eg, lounges, offices)
	[facility specific]
	[facility specific]

	Environmental services closets
	[facility specific]
	[facility specific]

	Ventilation ducts
	[facility specific]
	[facility specific]

	Air vent and grille plates
	[facility specific]
	[facility specific]

	Sinks and wash basins, including eye wash stations and faucet aerators
	[facility specific]
	[facility specific]

	Refrigerators and ice machines
	[facility specific]
	[facility specific]

	Linen chutes
	[facility specific]
	[facility specific]


Documentation
Personnel performing environmental cleaning of intraoperative areas including operating and procedure rooms will document terminal and scheduled cleaning procedures on the [facility-specific] cleaning checklist for the intraoperative areas and operating and procedure rooms.
Competency
Perioperative personnel performing environmental cleaning of intraoperative areas, including operating and procedure rooms, will receive education and complete competency verification activities on the principles and processes of environmental cleaning, including 

· standard cleaning and disinfection procedures;

· preparation, handling, storage, and disposal of cleaning chemicals; and
· required personal protective equipment.
Quality
Perioperative personnel performing environmental cleaning of intraoperative areas including operating and procedure rooms will participate in quality assurance and performance improvement activities related to environmental cleaning.
Glossary
Clean: The absence of visible dust, soil, debris, blood, or other potentially infectious material.

Disinfection: A process that kills most forms of microorganisms on inanimate surfaces. Disinfection destroys pathogenic organisms (excluding bacterial spores) or their toxins or vectors by direct exposure to chemical or physical means. 
Enhanced environmental cleaning: Environmental cleaning practices implemented to prevent the spread of infections or outbreaks; enhanced cleaning practices promote consistent and standardized cleaning procedures that extend beyond routine cleaning.
Personal protective equipment (PPE): Specialized equipment or clothing for eyes, face, head, body, and extremities; protective clothing; respiratory devices; and protective shields and barriers designed to protect the worker from injury or exposure to a patient’s blood, tissue, or body fluids. Used by health care workers and others whenever necessary to protect themselves from the hazards of processes or environments, chemical hazards, or mechanical irritants encountered in a manner capable of causing injury or impairment in the function of any part of the body through absorption, inhalation, or physical contact. 

Standard precautions: The primary strategy for successful infection control and reduction of worker exposure. Precautions used for care of all patients regardless of their diagnosis or presumed infectious status.

Terminal cleaning: Thorough environmental cleaning that is performed at the end of each day when the area is being used.
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