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2021 was quite a year. 

Nurses in all specialties continued to experience unparalleled challenges that 
came from the ongoing pandemic, supply chain failures, and the resulting 
shortages of safety materials and patient care resources. It was a struggle to 
fully staff the perioperative suite as nurses retired, were furloughed, or took 
leave to care for their families.

A crisis has a way of sharpening our focus. For perioperative nurses, this meant 
lending our expertise to our colleagues in the emergency department and ICU 
while working inconsistent hours, often in unfamiliar settings. Through it all, 
the AORN Foundation contributed funds to support their education and their 
continued ability to provide safe care to the surgical patient. 

When work and life test our capacity, turning our backs and walking away are 
not options. As perioperative nurses, our patients depend on us; our surgical 
teams, facility and our community are all counting on us to find new ways to 
cope and deliver on our promise as ambassadors of safe patient care.

Just as periop nurses were called upon this year to remain flexible and resilient, 
the AORN Foundation identified new ways to further bolster clinical practice and 
safety in alignment with our mission.

To our many donors, industry partners, and benefactors, thank you for helping 
the AORN Foundation deliver on its mission to empower perioperative nurses in 
advancing patient and workplace safety through education and research.

Larry Asplin, RN, MSN, CSSM, CNOR

INTRODUCTION Celebrating 30 Years

Since its founding, the AORN Foundation has sought to empower 
perioperative nurses in advancing patient and workplace safety 
through education and research. Now, more than 30 years later, 
the mission maintains its impact as nurses in the United States and 
around the world continue to benefit from its support.

The value of the Foundation to these individuals and their patients 
cannot be overstated. Through the support of the Foundation, nurses 
advance their clinical knowledge through scholarships and grants 
and, because of the exceptional support from industry partners, 
individuals, and chapters, perioperative practice standards continue 
to improve in every operating room across the country.

This annual report features the impact the Foundation continues to 
have on nurses’ lives and how your continued support ties directly to 
the safe care of surgical patients.

Thank you,

Linda Groah, MSN, RN, CNOR, NEA-BC, FAAN

AORN, INC.
MESSAGE FROM THE CEO

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

In 1991, the AORN Foundation was established as the non-profit philanthropic arm of AORN to support nurses through education, research, and patient safety initiatives. Over the past 
thirty years, generous donations have enabled the Foundation to help tens of thousands of nurses achieve professional goals through several funding opportunities, including 2,000 
academic scholarships totaling more than $3,500,000. These scholarships were made possible with the help of individuals, chapters, corporations and AORN and have helped nurses in 
all phases of their professional development—from earning their first degree to completing a DNP.
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When we support the 
dreams and goals of 
nurses, they remain 
passionate about 
providing the quality 
patient care that 
saves lives.

IMPACT



IMPACT

Perioperative nurses have chosen a 

challenging specialty. Whether their focus 

is pre-, intra-, or post-operative care, rapid 

advancements in technology and new 

findings in research are ongoing and require 

frequent changes in processes, policies, 

and evidence-based practice standards. To 

be successful, OR nurses must commit to 

lifelong learning and, thanks to the support 

of our donors, the AORN Foundation 

funds educational webinars, live events, 

scholarships, and grants to help assure their 

continued proficiency in providing safe care 

to their surgical patients.

In 2021, the AORN Foundation continued 

to influence the practice of thousands 

of perioperative nurses in every facility 

type when AORN subject matter experts 

brought the evidence-based Guidelines 

for Perioperative Practice to life in the 

presentation of Guidelines Workshops, 

Live and Virtual Events, and Webinars.
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EDUCATION

When we fund education 
for nurses, we make it 
possible for them to 
practice at their highest 
degree of competence 
and confidence on 
behalf of their 
patients and as 
valuable members 
of the surgical team.



227
nurses received Professional Development Grants for 
assistance in CNOR, CSSM, and CNAMB certification

148
outstanding nursing students were awarded academic 

scholarships for the 2021-2022 school year

membership grants were provided to support the 
professional development of CNOR nurses

697

25

38%

As nurses continued to struggle through the pandemic by adapting to 

new clinical standards to keep their patients and themselves safe, their 

traditional access to education was changed. In consideration of increased 

workloads, furloughs, and their limited ability to travel, the Foundation 

provided education in a virtual format in addition to grants and scholarships, 

underwriting member dues, and supporting 29 educational events available 

to learners across the United States and around the world.

“The money came at a perfect time. Inflation from Covid has started to hit hard, 

but our compensation has not been adjusted and so I’m finding myself having 

to decide between wants and needs. I had to let my membership expire and it 

has bothered me. I’m so grateful that with this grant I can afford to renew my 

membership!“ —Membership grant recipient

“I couldn’t be more grateful for your help and donation. This has been a trying 

year, everything from new shifts working around Covid, to having a new addition 

to the family as well. Wanting to start again to complete what I started out for 

in reaching my BSN has not been easy. So, I want to thank you again for placing 

your donation in my corner.” —Academic scholarship recipient

IN SUMMARY

chapters were issued grants to help ease the cost of 
member growth and education

of all scholarships were awarded to people of color

In alignment with the diversity, equity, and inclusion objectives 
of AORN, Inc., the AORN Foundation established the 

Barba Edwards Scholarship Fund and raised more than $50,000 in its 
first year to fund students and nurses of color who are in pursuit of a 

Master’s, Bachelor’s or Doctoral degree in the field of nursing.

$50,000

EDUCATION

https://www.aorn.org/aorn-foundation/continuing-a-legacy-of-service
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When the AORN 
Foundation supports 
perioperative nurses 
in their education 
and professional 
development, we are 
enabling safe surgical 
care for you, your 
family and friends, 
and your community.

INDUSTRY PARTNERS



In 1991, Industry representatives asked AORN Executive Director Lola Fehr 
if there was any way they might support the mission of AORN. In response, 
then President Jean Reader worked with the board of directors to identify 
how to build a collaboration with Industry that would support the education 
and professional growth of nurses and better ensure safe patient care. Little 
did they know, by forming the AORN Foundation in response to Industry’s 
request, they would have a lasting impact on the professional development of 
thousands of nurses. 

Today, thanks to the incredible community of Industry partners who value 
the Foundation’s work to empower perioperative nurses in clinical practice, 
professional development, and their emotional well-being, we can assure the 
advancement of the perioperative profession and patient safety. Together, we 
can change lives.

CENTER FOR NURSING LEADERSHIP
Connecting nurses to today’s most pressing management issues as they 
explore new directions to help transform the workplace and reignite their 
passion for perioperative practice. The Center for Nursing Leadership includes 
the Executive Roundtable, an annual meeting of perioperative executives who 
gather to share their experiences on relevant, trending topics and executive 
level peer-to-peer exchange. – Sponsored by Johnson & Johnson Medical 
Devices Companies, 3M, and BD.

SAFETY AWARD PROGRAM SPONSORS
The AORN Go Clear Award Program – a comprehensive surgical smoke-free 
recognition program – Sponsored by Medtronic through the AORN Foundation.

“Medtronic is honored to continue our longstanding partnership with AORN 
supporting the mission of making the OR safer for nurses, surgeons, and patients. 
Since 2016, our collaboration with the Go Clear® program has positively impacted 
thousands of lives, and together we have made significant progress toward the 
elimination of surgical smoke from the OR. We are looking forward to continuing 
our alliance to take OR safety to the next level.” 
—Medtronic Leadership.

The AORN Center of Excellence in Surgical Safety: Prevention of RSI – a 
complimentary education and recognition program for perioperative teams – 
Sponsored by Stryker through the AORN Foundation

“AORN sets the bar for nurse safety – Stryker Surgical Technologies subscribes to the 
mantra of Journey to Zero. A calling that drives us to develop and pursue products 
and adjunct technology that, in the hands of nurses, not only protects, but enables 
them to focus on the calling that they have received as well. This partnership has 
allowed us a front row seat to the hurdles and complexities that HCPs face when 
they’re implementing adjunct technology, as well as open the door to inform and 
align with facilities that are as adamant about addressing the #1 sentinel event that 
nurses are facing today. AORN is shedding light on the program – Stryker is offering 
a solution.” 
—Stryker Surgical Technologies Leadership

YEAR-END CAMPAIGN
For more than 10 years Owens & Minor has donated to the Foundation’s 
annual year-end campaign by matching up to $20,000 of donations. In 
2021 they upped their year-end match to $30,000, in timing with the AORN 
Foundation’s 30th anniversary.

“It’s critically important that industry leaders like Owens & Minor honor and support 
the educational needs of perioperative nurses who are on the frontlines to keep 
patients and staff safe through these unprecedented times. We decided to increase 
our year-end match donation in celebration of nurses’ absolute dedication to their 
practice. We know every donation makes a difference for a nurse seeking education 
to keep up with ever-changing challenges and advancements in providing 
safe surgery.” 

—Owens & Minor Leadership

INDUSTRY PARTNERS
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GIVING CIRCLES

When we understand 
and respond to 
the challenges 
and opportunities 
nurses face, we build 
community vitality 
that enriches the 
nursing profession.



Year after year our mission and impact are fueled by the generosity of our donors. Many of you are perioperative 
nurses, were perioperative nurses, or were cared for by a perioperative nurse.  It is thanks to you that the AORN 
Foundation continues to deliver on its mission. Your donations are and will always be so greatly appreciated.

NAMED SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORTERS
AORN of Richmond Scholarship
AORN Staff Scholarship
Peggy Camp Memorial Scholarship
Barba Edwards Educational Scholarship
The Ethicon Scholarship Fund for Perioperative 
    Nurses of Color 
Florida State Council
Linda Groah Scholarship
Pat Hagenbart Scholarship
Integra Foundation Scholarship
Julie Kneedler Memorial Scholarship
Bill Lord Memorial Scholarship
Gene Robinson Educational Scholarship
Irma Rozek Scholarship
Dan Sandel Family Foundation Scholarship
Dennis R. Scanlan, Jr. Memorial Named Scholarship
Cary Thomas Memorial Education Scholarship
Wiley Scholarship

ENDOWMENT FUND SUPPORTERS
3M Health Care Endowed Scholarship
AORN of E-Chapter Endowed Scholarship
AORN of San Antonio Endowed Scholarship
Baker Family Research Endowment
Bramhall Education Grant Endowment 
Buffalo Filter Endowed Scholarship
George HW Bush Endowed Scholarship
William A. Clarke Endowed Scholarship
Competency & Credentialing Institute Scholarship
Michael Corley Memorial Endowed Scholarship
Maxine Darling Endowed Scholarship
Barba Edwards Endowed Scholarship
Golden Gavel Endowed Scholarship
Paula R Graling Endowed Nursing Scholarship
Halyard Health Endowed Scholarship

Louisiana State Council Endowed Scholarship
Medtronic Endowed Scholarship
Owens & Minor by AORN of Richmond Endowed     
    Scholarship
Pfister/Kneedler Endowed Scholarship
Jane Rothrock Endowed Scholarship
Dennis R. Scanlan, Jr. Memorial Endowed Scholarship
Patricia Seifert Endowed Scholarship
Ruth Shumaker Endowed Scholarship
Ruth Shumaker Education Grant Endowment
Joan Spear Education Endowed Scholarship
Wyman and Millie Stackhouse Memorial Scholarship
Mrs. Theresa A. (Matus) Syslo ‘60 Endowed Nursing    
    Scholarship
Texas State Council Endowed Scholarship
Carol Tyler Endowed Scholarship
Brenda Ulmer Endowed Scholarship
Nathalie and George Walker Endowed Scholarship
Dorothy and Han Tzong Yuan Endowed Scholarship 

BENEFACTORS SOCIETY
George Allen
Sheila Allen
Terry Boersma
Byron Burlingame
James Cousin
Stephanie Davis
Anne Fairchild
Linda Groah
Charlotte Guglielmi 
Pat Mews
Patricia Seifert
James Sondrup
Joan Spear
Deb Spratt
Romie Villanueva

SUSTAINING DONOR CIRCLE
Erynn Andrews
AORN of the Gulf Coast of Florida
AORN of Los Angeles 
AORN of Massachusetts Chapter I
AORN of Middlesex
AORN Northwest Suburban Chicago Chapter
Larry Asplin
Susan Bakewell
Vicki Batson
Julie Anne Cahn
Alice Erskine
Claire Everson
Jessica Gruendler
Charlotte Guglielmi
Sarah Katsh
Terri Link
Sheila Mitchell
Emily O’Connell
Colette Palmer
Cynthia Spry
Sunday Swymer
Bonnie Vencill

SUPPORT THE FOUNDATION DONATE NOW

https://foundation.aorn.org/aorn-foundation-donation/


TRIBUTE GIFTS

Jacob Adeoye 
Kingsley Ojerinde 

AORN of Dayton
Marie Bashaw
Deandra Toadvine 
Deborah Conley

Nakeisha Archer
Joanne Oliver-Coleman

Ascension Wauwatosa OR RN’s 
Dawn Schneider 

Larry Asplin
Anne Fairchild
Jennifer Patton
Margaret Johnson

Dr. Jacqueline Bak
Jane Rothrock

Florence Baroncini
Catherine Badgley 

Renae Battie
Stephanie Davis

Lady Sue Bell
Merideth Lewis
Mary Jo Steiert
Melissa Holland
Karen Knapp
Heidi Nanavati
Pat Mews
Chic Duffy
Charlotte Guglielmi 
Sonja Furr
Leigh Bartlett
Kristy Simmons

Robert Bell
Karen Lemmons
Mary Jo Steiert
Melissa Holland
Karen Knapp
Lynn Mulholland 
Jamie Ridout
Merideth Lewis
Sheila Allen
Pat Mews
Chic Duffy
Charlotte Guglielmi
Leigh Bartlett
Kristy Simmons

Lois Belton
Anne Fairchild
Sheri Voss
Patricia Seifert
Jane Alcock
Ohio Council of Operating Room 
Nurses

Henry Berling
Sheri Voss
AORN of Richmond Chapter

Victoria Biscarra
Romie Villanueva

Janet Bowers
Missi Merlino

Beth Bozelli
Stephanie Davis

Ruth Bramhall
AORN Evergreen

Lamon Brown
Kristy Wheeler

Kevin Cadwell
Niran Kham 

Teresa Cahill
Frances Kroese 

Peggy Camp
Sharon Luhrs

Linda Sue Cheatham
Patricia Howard 
Kathy Hosterman 
Ray Stephens 
Deborah Martin
Myra Clements
AORN of Richmond Chapter

Sue Chestham
Kathy Hosterman 

Matt Choquette 
Claire Henderson 

Sherry Church
Stephanie Davis

Stephanie Cigna
Kristy Wheeler

Nancy Claypoole
Rob Claypoole

DeNene Cofield
Stephanie Davis

Ross Coleman
Victoria Steelman 
Joy Baker
Anne Fairchild
Jane Flowers

Beatrice Cruz
Cathleen Fenton 

Ric Cuming
Anne Fairchild

Stephanie Davis
Anne Fairchild

Deborah Dearstyne
Tanya Cowder

Vangie Dennis
Joanne Oliver-Coleman

Robert Dietz
Patricia Shoults 

Geraldine DiGiovanni
Felix Rivera

Billie Dixon
Jacqueline DiPillo 

Donna Jean Donelan
Patricia Donelan
Mark & Sonja Donelan
Matthew & Debra Donelan
Deborah Flippo

Bill Duffy
James Cousin

Jane Ensminger 
Dawn Yost

Holly Ervine
Stephanie Davis
Joanne Oliver-Coleman

Anne Fairchild
Janet Lewis

Red Fehr
Twilla Barlow
Patricia Seifert

Melissa Fischer
Anne Fairchild

Margaret Fleischauer
Sharon McNamara

Jane Flowers
Kristy Wheeler
Charlotte Guglielmi

Jean Franks
Joanne Oliver-Coleman

Minnie Gaines
Frances Lucas

Laura Gayton
Debbie Skeeters

Gladys Grabke
Fay Johnson

Linda Groah
Charlotte Guglielmi

Charlotte Guglielmi
Anne Fairchild

Betty Hardman
Sunday Swymer

Judy Hawrysko
Nancy Marino
Gulf Coast Florida Chapter
Sunday Swymer
Angela Shattuck 
AORN Suncoast Chapter

Ruth Henry
Frances Lucas

Lee Ho
Romie Villanueva 

Bobby Jacobs
Deborah Brown



Doris Jacobs
Deborah Brown

Maggie Johnson
Kathleen Maloney Hermerding 

R. Khu
Romie Villanueva

Linda Kirkland
Linda Parnell

Julie Kneedler
Margaret Schoenemann
Mary Jo Steiert

Rose Khu
Romie Villanueva 

Lauralee Krabill
Lucille Miller

Margaret Meeker
Patricia Seifert

Donna McEwen
Carol Devlin
Amy Lachinski 
Jane Rothrock

Anne Medlin
Martha Stratton

Marg Meeker
Sheri Voss
Patricia Seifert

Megadyne Clinical Specialist Team
Melissa Fischer

Nancy Mehaffy 
Patricia Meckes 

Rebecca Mickey
Gale Douglas

Patrick Mohr
Susan Pepin

Darlene Murdock
Joanne Oliver-Coleman

Cindy Myers
Linda Parnell

Barbara Nalley
Kristy Wheeler

Christina Nyirati
Anita Shoup

Bridget Olamide Ojerinde
Kingsley Ojerinde 

Joanne Oliver
Martha Stratton

Ainsley Owen
Charlotte Owen 

Gail Parsons                
Bob Tyler

Jan Parsons                 
Bob Tyler

Patti Parsons             
Bob Tyler

Tracey Penaloza
Kristy Wheeler

Daphne Peneza
Joanne Oliver-Coleman

Mary Pennington
Sharon McNamara

Fred Perry
TCORN

Joan Persaud
Darlene Murdock

Sherry Petryszyn
AORN Greater Cleveland
Laurie Gronowski 

Claire Plourde
Charlotte Guglielmi

PPGG Perioperative Colleagues
Patricia Seifert

Terri Ridel
Kristy Wheeler

Lori Robertson
Kristy Wheeler

Patricia Rodriguez
Joanne Oliver-Coleman

Suzanne Rostovsksis 
Suzanne Jalali 

Helen Cleo Ryan
Becky DeMoss

Dr. Laurie Saletnik
Joan Spear

Faith Schoenherr
Bob Tyler

Paige Schoenherr     
Bob Tyler

Elaine Schramm      
Bob Tyler

Patricia Seifert
Lola Fehr

Ruth Shumaker
Charlotte Guglielmi

Glynda Slagle
Sheri Voss

Joan Spear
Anne Fairchild
Kristy Wheeler
Cynthia Spry

Joan and Don Spear
Cole Rouse

Patrice Spera
Sunday Swymer
Gulf Coast Florida Chapter
AORN Florida Council

Liam St. John
Ju Jiang
Shruti Thomas
AORN of Baltimore #2101

Victoria Steelman
Stephanie Davis

Martha Stratton
Stephanie Davis
Anne Fairchild
Anne Medlin
Lori Ingram

Elaine Sturgis
Kathleen Law

Patricia Taylor
Linda Parnell

Kathy Temple
Lynne Virgili 

Shruti Thomas
Kristy Wheeler

Erica Turrentine
Linda Parnell

Pamela K. Utz
Caroline Peters
Karen Hering

Guadalupe Uranday Garcia
Catherine Badgley 

Pamela Utz
Martha Herrmann

Paul George Varelas
Jane Flowers
Martha Stratton
Patricia Seifert

Thelma Vilela
Niesan Emara

Karen Voecks
Dan Voecks

Nathalie Walker
Herbert Laing
Joanne Oliver-Coleman

Nakeisha Washington
Joanne Oliver-Coleman

Marie Wells
Kristy Wheeler

Karen White-Edwards
Joanne Oliver-Coleman

Wentworth-Douglass Hospital 
Perioperative Nurses
Heather Comeau

Germaine Williams
Myrna Mamaril 

David Wyatt
Stephanie Davis
Anne Fairchild
Charlotte Guglielmi
Ellen Murphy
Jane Rothrock
Joanne Oliver-Coleman

Dawn Yost
Mary Wilson

Complete list of 2021 donors 
can be found here.

https://www.aorn.org/aorn-foundation/who-we-are
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Together we changed 
the lives of nurses 
and, empowered, 
those nurses changed 
the lives of 
their patients.

TRUSTEES



Dear Members of the AORN Foundation Community,

As members of the Board of Trustees, we are grateful to the many 

individuals and corporations that enable the Foundation to influence 

the quality of nursing care for surgical patients. 

To the Foundation Team and AORN Board of Directors: For 

the past 12 months, with competence and foresight, you have 

confronted a never-ending series of obstacles, many never seen 

in nursing care. In a landscape that shifted by the day, and under 

unrelenting pressure, you advanced nursing education and patient 

safety through an unprecedented storm. Thank you for your 

exemplary stewardship, hard work, and vision. 

To our Giving Circles and Individual Donors: In all our lives, there 

are many fine causes and organizations representing people in need 

that are deserving of your support. We greatly appreciate that you 

value the Foundation as worthy of your attention and contributions. 

We are proud of our influence and recognize we owe our success to 

you. Thank you.

To our Industry Partners and Corporate Sponsors: Your support 

means the world to us and to the thousands of nurses who strive 

every day to keep their surgical patients safe. We know you are there 

for us and for them. Thank you. 

To our AORN Membership Chapters and State Councils: We 

admire and appreciate your perseverance in perioperative nursing 

and, above and beyond those responsibilities, we value you for 

the personal time you put in as association volunteers and the 

many ways you find to support your fellow nurses through your 

fundraising efforts. Thank you.

Sincerely,

The AORN Foundation Board of Trustees

President
Larry Asplin, BSN, MSN, CSSM, CNOR
Director, Surgery
CentraCare Health: St. Cloud Hospital

Treasurer
Matt Kohut
Senior VP
RoundTable Healthcare Partners

Gregg Brewster
Independent Consultant

Vice President
Alex Hodges
Independent Consultant

Tracy Black
Vice President Marketing-United States and 
Canada
3M Medical Solutions Division

Bryan Burrs
Ethicon Energy Platform Leader,
US Marketing, Johnson & Johnson

THE AORN FOUNDATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES



Ric Cuming, EdD, MSN, RN, NEA-BC, FAAN
Senior Vice President Patient Care Services & 
Chief Nurse Executive
Christiana Care Health System

Linda Groah, MSN, RN, CNOR, NEA-BC, 
FAAN
Executive Director/CEO
AORN, Inc.
(Ex-officio)

Joan Spear, MBA, RN, CNOR
Independent Consultant
Aesculap, USA

Stephanie Davis, MSHA, RN, CNOR, CSSM
Vice President Surgical Services
HCA Healthcare

Charlotte Guglielmi, MA, BSN, RN, CNOR, 
FAORN
Clinical Manager of Perioperative Education
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center

Martha Stratton, MSN, MHSA, RN, CNOR, 
CSSM, NEA-C
Interim Surgical Services Management
HealthTrust Workforce Solutions

Anne Fairchild, MS, BSN, RN, CNOR, CSS-
M(e)
CEO
Vanguard Enterprises, LLC

Brandon Jominy
Vice President & General Manager
Stryker Surgical

Dan Voecks
Enterprise Process Leader
Medtronic

Eric Farrell
Sr. Director Marketing
Stryker, Sage Products

Jeanne Marie Leahy
Vice President, Marketing
Mölnlycke
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FINANCIALS

Your Dollars at Work

We spend every day working to 
deliver on our mission, and we are 
grateful for the participation of 
individuals, corporations chapters, 
and partners who share our 
commitment to supporting nurses 
through education, research, and 
patient safety initiatives. In turn, we 
are equally committed to the careful 
and responsible management of 
all contributions by keeping our 
expenses down.

As this graph depicts, in 2021 $0.84 
of every dollar was directly invested 
in programs for nurses while 
fundraising costs and general and 
administrative expenses were held 
to 16-percent. 

2021 audited financials can be 
found here. 

AORN Foundation
2170 South Parker Rd, Suite 400
Denver CO 80231
Colette Palmer, Director 
Foundation@AORN.org

8%

8%

84%

Fundraising

Programs

General & Administrative

EXPENSES BY CATEGORY

https://www.aorn.org/aorn-foundation/who-we-are


AORN Foundation
2170 South Parker Rd, Suite 400
Denver CO 80231
Colette Palmer, Director 
Foundation@AORN.org

Support the Foundation DONATE NOW

https://foundation.aorn.org/aorn-foundation-donation/

