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SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT QUOTE

The support of the AORN Foundation has been instrumental in 
pursuit of my DNP from Thomas Jefferson University. As I enter my 
final two semesters of my program, I am excited to complete my 
terminal nursing degree in 2025. I have been an operating room 
nurse for 12 years in various capacities, and AORN has guided my 
practice and professional development. I am not sure I would have 
continued my career progression if it were not for the support and 
resources available to me as an AORN member.

The knowledge sharing and access to evidenced base practice has 
been impactful as I complete my doctoral project. The focus of my 
work is increasing our internal pipeline for surgical technologies. 
While there are surgical technology professional organizations 
to assist in curriculum development, having the AORN guidelines 
and other supplemental materials has aided in creating a 
comprehensive program. Having access to these resources and 
tools helps to ensure that our students are prepared and able to 
function safely in the operating room.

My current role as the Associate Director of Nursing Education 
and Professional Practice for the Perioperative Division, I know the 
importance of role modeling continued education and growth in 
the profession. I have mentored and taught many members of the 
perioperative team from staff to leaders. I know that this degree 
will help me to become a more well-rounded nurse leader and 
continue to make impacts at the local and global levels.

Thank you for your impact on my professional growth and pursuit 
of safer perioperative patient care.

Margaret Vance, MSN, RN, CNOR, NPD-BC
2024 – 2025 Academic Scholarship Recipient



MISSION
The mission of the AORN Foundation is to empower perioperative 
nurses in advancing patient and workplace safety through education 
and research.

WHAT WE DO
For over three decades, thanks to the generosity of individual donors, 
AORN chapters, and corporate partners, the Foundation has empowered 
tens of thousands of nurses to achieve their professional goals.

Since its founding, the Foundation has awarded more than $4 million in 
academic scholarships, alongside professional development grants and 
access to educational events and resources. These impactful programs 
support nurses at every stage of their careers, reinforcing our shared 
commitment to safe surgery for every patient, every time.

WHO  
ARE WE?



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

As we reflect on the past year, I am 
filled with immense gratitude for the 
unwavering dedication and support 
from individuals, corporations, 
chapters, and partners who share our 
commitment to education, research, 
and patient safety initiatives. Every 
day, we strive to uphold our mission, 
and it is your generosity that fuels 
our progress.

I am pleased to report that in 2024, 
$0.85 of every dollar donated 

directly supported programs for nurses. This remarkable achievement 
underscores our commitment to ensuring that donations are utilized 
effectively to advance our mission.

By funding education for nurses, we empower them to practice at their 
highest level of competence and confidence. This not only benefits their 
patients but also enhances the entire surgical team’s performance. The 
impact of your contributions is profound, enabling nurses to deliver 
exceptional care and improve patient outcomes.

Year after year, our mission and impact are driven by the generosity 
of our donors. Many of you are perioperative nurses, have been 
perioperative nurses, or have been cared for by a perioperative nurse. 
It is thanks to you that the AORN Foundation continues to deliver on its 
mission. Your donations are and will always be greatly appreciated.

Thank you for your continued support and dedication to advancing the 
field of perioperative nursing. Together, we are making a difference.

Warm regards,

Martha Stratton, MSN, MHSA, CNOR(e), CSSM(e)
President, AORN Foundation

AORN, INC. MESSAGE FROM THE CEO 

Dear Friends and Supporters,
It is with great enthusiasm and a deep sense of purpose 
that I write to you as the new CEO and Executive Director 
of AORN. Stepping into this role is both an honor and a 
privilege, and I am especially excited about the opportunity 
to work closely with the AORN Foundation as we build on 
more than 30 years of meaningful impact.

I want to begin by recognizing and thanking my 
predecessor, Linda Groah, whose visionary leadership 
and unwavering support of the Foundation helped 
shape its growth and success. Linda’s dedication to the 
perioperative nursing community—and to the mission of 

the Foundation—laid a strong foundation on which we will continue to grow.

2024 was a year of momentum and forward thinking. Our Foundation Board of Trustees took a 
significant step by engaging an outside consultant to evaluate our operations and help develop 
a strategic plan that will elevate our work and modernize our approach. This comprehensive 
assessment gave us valuable insight into where we are—and where we need to go.

As a first step in this journey, we expanded our team by welcoming two new staff members: 
a Development Manager and a Coordinator. These additions will increase our capacity to 
connect with our community, strengthen relationships, and expand our reach. We also initiated 
the formation of a Development Committee—an exciting new effort that will play a pivotal role 
in shaping and executing our fundraising strategies, engaging with donors, and supporting our 
programs and initiatives.

As we look ahead, I am filled with optimism. The Foundation is evolving, and with your  
support, we will continue to empower perioperative nurses through education, scholarships,  
and leadership opportunities. Thank you for being part of this journey.

With gratitude,

David Wyatt, PhD, RN, NEA-BC, CNOR, FAORN, FAAN
Chief Executive Officer & Executive Director, AORN

OUR LEADERSHIP
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VICE PRESIDENT 
Bryan Burrs

Ethicon Energy Platform Leader,
US Marketing, Johnson & Johnson 

TREASURER  
Stephanie Davis,  

MSHA, RN, CNOR, CSSM 
President

Independent Perioperative Consultant



PROGRAMS  
AND RESOURCES

IMPACT

OUTSTANDING NURSES AND 
NURSING STUDENTS WERE AWARDED 
ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS FOR 
THE 2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR

EXPO ATTENDEES RECEIVED FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE FOR THEIR ATTENDANCE

“Completing the AORN Center of Excellence in Surgical Safety: Smoke 

Evacuation program and earning the Go Clear™ Award validated our efforts 

to ensure a safe environment. Receiving this award in our home city of Boston 

was an extremely meaningful milestone, as it affirmed our commitment to 

safety among our colleagues and peers across many health systems. We were 

honored to share our experience and educate peers through the presentation 

‘Our Journey to a Center of Excellence in Surgical Safety: Smoke Evacuation, at 

the AORN Nursing Research Symposium.’”

Emerson Health – AORN Go Clear Award™ Testimonial
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NURSES RECEIVED PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT GRANTS FOR ASSISTANCE IN 

CNOR, CSSM, AND CNAMB CERTIFICATION

LEADERSHIP GRANTS WERE 
PROVIDED TO SUPPORT 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
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The AORN Go Clear Award Program – a comprehensive  
surgical smoke-free recognition program. Sponsored by Medtronic through  
the AORN Foundation.

The AORN Center of Excellence in Surgical Safety: 
Prevention of RSI – a complimentary education and recognition  
program for perioperative teams. Sponsored by Stryker through the AORN Foundation.

COMING SOON:    Enhanced Recovery After Surgery (ERAS)



GIVING  
CIRCLES
These circles exemplify the spirit of community and shared 
purpose, demonstrating that when we come together, our 
collective generosity can transform lives.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to every member of our 
Giving Circles. Your dedication is a testament to the power  
of unity and the profound difference we can make—together.

2024 GIVING CIRCLES

https://www.aorn.org/docs/aornfoundationlibraries/default-document-library/foundation/about-us/2024-giving-circles-062525.pdf?sfvrsn=82e149cd_1


TRIBUTE  
RECOGNITION
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HOW YOUR 
GIFTS ARE USED 

Programs Fundraising

General & Administrative

 

FULL 2024 REPORT

8% 

7%

85%  

https://www.aorn.org/docs/aornfoundationlibraries/default-document-library/foundation/about-us/2024-financial-statement-060325.pdf?sfvrsn=abd00b13_1


AORN Foundation
2170 South Parker Rd, Suite 400
Denver CO 80231
Wendy Sinnema, Associate Director
wsinnema@aorn.org

Support the Foundation GIVE TODAY
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