
AUTHOR GUIDELINES 
QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

Use primary references 
(ie, original sources) for 
all statements of fact. A 
primary reference is where 
the fact originated. Cite 
the most current guidelines 
and statistics.
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Use the appropriate appendix for the corresponding article type: Clinical, Concept Analysis, Education, 
Literature Review, Management, Quality Improvement, Research.1

List references 
numerically in order of 
use. References used 
more than once should 
use the same number.
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Place reference numbers next 
to the content they support.4

Each author must complete a copyright form.8
Tables, charts, and graphs should be provided in Microsoft Excel or Word unless reprinted from other 
sources. Images should be in JPEG or TIFF formats.9

Complete the title page template (Appendix A).6

Complete permissions forms for reprinting or 
adapting previously published material 
(Appendix G) and for using photographs with 
identifiable persons or minors (Appendix H). 
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Upload all files to ScholarOne separately (eg, manuscript, title page, figures, tables, copyright 
forms, permissions forms [if applicable]). Do not embed figures or tables in the manuscript file.10

Supporting elements (eg, figures, tables, 
sidebars) should follow the same reference 
rules and have a separate reference list.5

EXAMPLE

“According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, resistant 
health care–acquired infections and deaths rose 15% from 2019 to 2020.” 
Incorrect source: Hospital-acquired drug-resistant infections, deaths rose 
15% from 2019-20: CDC (beckershospitalreview.com)
Correct source: COVID-19: U.S. impact on antimicrobial resistance 
(https://www.cdc.gov/drugresistance/pdf/covid19-impact-report-508.pdf)

Some researchers have found that cranial bone flaps had some or complete 
viability after cryopreservation,1-3 while others have reported limited or no viability 
after cryopreservation.4,5 Only a few studies have investigated the outcomes of 
both bone viability and patient outcomes after cryopreservation.1,2,6

EXAMPLE

QUESTIONS? Contact us at aornjournal@aorn.org.

EXAMPLE

Researchers identified reprocessing deficiencies, 
including using contaminated disinfectants,1 failing to 
inspect probes after cleaning,2 and rinsing probes in 
running tap water.3

Reference 1 should support using contaminated 
disinfectants, reference 2 should support failing to 
inspect probes, and reference 3 should support 
rinsing probes with tap water.
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