Tips for a Successful Lobby Day
Prepare for your Meeting
•
•
•
•
•
•

Find out who your legislator is: Do not be discouraged from meeting with them even if they are from the other political party or
you disagree with their politics. As a member of their constituency, they are there to represent you.
Research the legislator: How has he or she voted on bills that impact nursing or the healthcare industry in the past? On which
committees do they sit? What is their employment background?
Research the issue: Read the bills and any documentation from AORN or your state nurses association to improve your
knowledge and reasoning for your position.
Plan what you will say: If several people are attending the meeting, choose one person to be the spokesperson for the group.
Put your thoughts on paper so you can easily refer to them.
Know what the opposition is saying: Anticipate the arguments against your point of view and be ready to refute them.
If you have received a Lobby Day Packet from the organizers: Familiarize yourself will all materials inside.

Ensure a Successful Meeting
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Arrive on time
Introduce yourself: Indicate that you are a constituent, an RN and a member of AORN and your state council.
Start on a positive note: Find common ground such as bringing up a past bill on which the legislator had voted in your favor.
Be specific: Let your legislator know which bill(s) you have come to discuss and your views on the legislation. Refer to your
notes if needed.
Determine your legislator’s position: Find out where the legislator stands on the issue so you can better focus your argument.
Use personal anecdotes: Discuss your relevant experiences on the job that will allow your legislator to understand the potential
ramifications should the bill pass or fail to pass. Relate situations in their district if applicable.
Share info: If you have brought educational information, share it with the legislator.
Ask for specific action: Be clear if you are requesting your legislator to sponsor the bill, or if you would like them vote for or
against the bill.
It is ok if you don’t know: If you don’t know the answer to a question, be honest but tell them that you will get an answer.
Thank them: Thank your legislator for taking the time to meet with you and offer your services as a resource on the issues.

Follow-Up
•

•

Send a thank you note: Whether it is a hard copy letter or an email, make sure you thank your legislator for discussing the
issue with you. Make sure to include the answers to any questions that you were unable to answer for them. Offer again to be a
resource on this and other healthcare issues.
Debrief: Notify your state nurses association, your chapter and AORN Government Affairs about your visit and any follow-up
needed with the legislator.

